
Peacemakers Sermon 3 - Sunday 4 August, 2013 
“Blessed are the peacemakers for they will be called children of God” Matthew 5:9 
 
This morning I am sharing with you the third message in a series of six on the 
subject of being a peacemaker and not a peace-breaker. Peacemaking is a focus 
that our Lutheran Church here in Australia is encouraging us to learn about and grow 
in. 
 
Conflict is a common problem amongst people. The world is filled with conflicts. 
There are conflicts in families, conflicts at work, conflicts in churches, conflicts 
between countries.  
 
Jesus teaches his followers to be peacemakers. Jesus came and suffered and died 
and rose again to make peace between us and God. Romans 5:1 teaches us, 
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ” and because we have peace with God our 
heavenly Father, so also Jesus wants his people to live in peace with others. He 
teaches in his sermon on the mount, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they will 
be called children of God.” Yet because we are sinners we have much to learn 
and put into practise about living in peace with one another. 
 
What do you immediately think about when you hear the word conflict? 
Perhaps you think of feelings such as hurt and anger, hatred and bitterness, stress, 
sorrow and fear. These are natural human responses. However today I want you to 
begin to look at conflict in a new way, a more positive way, and a Godly way. I want 
you to start to see conflict as an OPPORTUNITY that God gives you both to grow in 
your faith and to demonstrate your faith. 
 
 
There are 3 main areas of opportunity that I am going to focus on today. In a conflict 
situation we have an opportunity to Glorify God, we have an opportunity to Serve 
others and we have an opportunity to Grow to be more like Christ. 
 
Firstly let us consider how conflict is an opportunity to GLORIFY GOD.  That might 
surprise you because we usually associate conflict with anything but glorifying God. 
But 1 Corinthians 10:31 tells us “whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” 
“All” must include conflict, because conflict is part of life and isn’t necessarily a sinful 
thing. 
 
Conflict of some kind or another is inevitable amongst people. There will always be 
differences of opinions about things. Differences of opinions are not sinful, but our 
behaviour in a conflict situation can be sinful. In a conflict situation we have the 
opportunity to put our Christianity into practise and to show that knowing Jesus 
makes a huge difference to the way we behave towards others, especially when we 
have differences with them.  
 
Let’s focus on John 14:1,15,21 and consider how it directs our behaviour in a 
conflict situation: 
"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God ; trust also in me. 
15  "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 



21  Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. 
He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show 
myself to him." 
 
Our hearts usually get troubled when we are faced with conflict. Conflict is often felt 
to be a threat to our ideas and desires and a threat to our relationships with others. 
But any threat offers us an opportunity to trust God and be led by the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
We can glorify God by trusting God and his will for us in matters of conflict and 
depending on Him to lead us through the conflict. We can trust God and depend on 
Him rather than trusting and relying on our practiced, power games and sinful ways 
of responding to conflict with manipulation, aggression, anger and violence.  
 
We can glorify God by acting as servants of our Lord Jesus Christ. We will try to 
keep God’s commands and be Christlike, rather than obey our sinful desires to serve 
ourselves first or to bully and hurt others who challenge us or disagree with us. 
 
Two questions we should ask ourselves when facing a conflict are: 
How can I glorify God through my response to this conflict? 
How can I give a positive witness to what Christ has done for me in this situation? 
 
Conflict also gives us an opportunity to SERVE  others. Serving others may go 
against what our selfish sinful nature wants, but it is what Jesus calls us to do. 
 
Galatians 6:2,10 teaches “Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all 
people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  
 
In most conflicts there is fault on both sides. The challenge for us as peacemakers is 
to recognize how we may be contributing towards the conflict and to try to 
understand the needs of the other person and meet their needs and help them to 
overcome their fears.  
 
Sometimes we may be faced with what we feel are totally unreasonable demands or 
accusations by another person. We all can have bad and sinful attitudes at times. In 
such a situation it would be God’s will to help that person grow in their Christianity. 
Being Christian in a conflict does not mean always backing down, but it will mean 
behaving in a Christian way towards the other person. Backing down can be 
unhelpful for yourself and the other person. It can lead to lack of self-respect, 
depression and personal bitterness in you and can accentuate bad habits, bullying 
and unchristian behaviour in the other person. 
 
Galatians 6:1 says “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you 
who are spiritual should restore them gently. But watch yourself, or you also 
may be tempted.” 
 
So conflict may afford an opportunity for us to be God’s instruments for change in 
another person through constructive confrontation. But we need to be careful to 
identify any logs in our own eyes before we start trying to take the log out of another 



person’s eye. We need to be careful that the conflict we find ourselves in is not about 
protecting our own idols, sacrificing others emotional and spiritual wellbeing so our 
own idols don’t have to be changed or discarded. Idols of course can appear to be 
good and reasonable things, but they become idols when we love them too much 
and allow our passion for them to get in the way of our obedience to God and our 
love for our neighbour. Usually God also wants to change something about 
ourselves through the conflict we are in. Conflict inevitably leads to learning for all 
parties involved. 
 
Conflicts can help us to uncover sinful attitudes and habits that we might otherwise 
keep hidden, even from ourselves. As Psalm 119:67,71 teaches us: “67  Before I 
was afflicted I went astray, but now I obey your word. 71  It was good for me to 
be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.” 
 
So conflict is an opportunity to Grow in our relationship with God and our neighbour. 
The frustration of a conflict can help us to remember our need for God and our 
dependence on him as Paul instructs us in 2 Corinthians 12:7, “9  But God said to 
me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so 
that Christ's power may rest on me. 
10  That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.” 
 
We all struggle with conflict. It’s never easy to deal with but it offers great 
opportunities to Glorify God, to Serve each other and to Grow in our faith. In ALL 
THINGS, even conflict, God wants to bless us. 
 
The greatest example of conflict being turned into blessing, is the conflict that 
happened between humanity and Jesus. People hated Jesus, were fiercely opposed 
to his teaching and sort to destroy him by crucifying him on the cross. But Jesus 
diligently obeyed his Father’s will through this terrible conflict, praying for forgiveness 
for those who so seriously and unfairly treated him. And through this conflict that had 
the potential to cause an even greater rift between humanity and God, God’s grace 
and mercy in Jesus towards us, so totally undeserved brought us all forgiveness and 
eternal life. God still forgives us the hostility we sometimes still show towards him 
and each other. Surely God’s grace and forgiveness is our motivation to solve our 
conflicts, learn from them and live peacefully with each other. 


