
 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

F OURTH SUNDA Y OF  AD VENT  –  20 D ecemb er 2020.  

B IB LE R EAD IN GS.  

24 DECEMBER 2020 – CHRISTMAS EVE 

1st Reading : Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 The good news of God’s deliverance  

2nd Reading : 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 Ready for the coming of the Lord 

Gospel : John 1:6-8, 19-28 He who comes after me stands among you 

25 DECEMBER 2020 – CHRISTMAS DAY 

1st Reading : Isaiah 62:6-12 Your Saviour comes 

2nd Reading : Titus 3:4-7 Saved by God’s love 

Gospel : Luke 2: (1-7) 8-20 The shepherds hear the good news of the birth of Christ 

27 DECEMBER 2020 – First Sunday after Christmas  

1st Reading :  Isaiah 61:10- 62:3 The Lord will save his people 

2nd Reading : Galatians 4:4-7 God sent his Son to free us 

Gospel : Luke 2:22-40 Simeon and Anna see Jesus 

 

WORSHIP PLA NS  F OR  ST JOHN ’S.  

At present, this is what is planned for Advent and Christmas worship services: 

20 December –  Children’s nativity presentation 

24 December –  Christmas Eve service with Holy Communion 7 pm. 

25 December –  Christmas Day service with Holy Communion 9 am 

27 December –  Lay reading (Pastor Michael on annual leave)  

3 January –  Lay reading (Pastor Michael on annual leave) 

 

PRA YER  GR OUP  – Erna Brazier organises the prayer group in our congregation. Please let her know 

when you or someone you know are in need of prayers. We think of sickness and operations but you 

may wish for prayers on a different topic. We are a small select group and information is kept confi-

dential. Phone Erna on 07 3370 4597 or email – ernabrzr@gmail.com 

  

PASTOR MICHAEL JARICK 
Mobile : 0402 597 451. 

Email : michael.jarick@lca.org.au 

Manse phone : 07 3372 2555. 

mailto:ernabrzr@gmail.com


 
 

 

Da te 20/12/20 24 /12/20 25/12/20 27 /12/20 

R eadin gs M ike  B  Andre w S T om  B 

Ushe rs  / 
C oun te rs 

Andre w B 
R ya n H 
 

M itche ll B 
Ru th B 

Ma rtin K 
Andre w S 

T om  B 
B ria n K 
 

C ommu nion 
Assistan t 

B ria n K TB A B en  H Ma rtin K 

Mu ltim edia En a B 
Andre w S  

Allan B 
Judith  B 

Elspe th  P 
Sun tha ra T 

N atisha   
Andre w S 

C hi ldren ’s   
Address 

N /A N /A N /A N /A 

Pra yer  Lea de r M ike  B N /A Andre w S T om  B 

C lea nin g / 
F lowers/  
M ornin g T ea 

M ee ri 
Su e C  
Hann elore 
 

N /A N /A Elspe th P 
Fa y T 

Mu sic le ader C hr istop h Joy Pra ise Joy 

Ou tside B en  H B en  H B en  H B en  H 

  If  a r os ter ed ti me d oes n ot  s ui t,  pl eas e arr ang e a s wa p w i th som eon e el s e.  Pl eas e ma rk  th e R os ter  

  sh eet on  th e Not ic e B oar d accordi ng ly .  

FR OM  PA STOR  M ICHA EL 

As we draw close to Christmas, I am reminded that not everyone experiences the joy and fellowship of 

family, friends, and celebration. While many of us wonder how to use food leftover from Christmas 

Day, in other places people wonder where their next meal is coming from. 

It’s not too late to share with those in need overseas through the “Gifts of Grace’” catalogue; or locally 

through the box labelled Mary and Martha’s (accommodation and safety for women and children 

fleeing domestic violence) available on the table by the exit door. 

I have requested annual leave from Saturday 26th December to Friday 8th January inclusive. I will be 

visiting family on the Sunshine Coast, and will not regularly have the mobile phone with me. If it is a 

matter which cannot wait until I return, leave a message on 0402 597 451, or contact our Chairman 

Brian. 

In the spirit of remembering those for whom Christmas is not joyous, I have reviewed a book about 

depression. 

 

 



 
 

 

B OOK NOOK 

Title: “I had a Black Dog”, by Matthew Johnstone, 40 pages 

Introduction: Dogs in some ancient cultures were regarded as messengers of death. The writer Samuel 

Johnson first drew an association of dogs with depression. It was Winston Churchill, though, who 

popularized the metaphor alluding to depression as the black dog.  Matthew Johnstone describes his 

black dog as “an omnipresent, foul-weather fiend who permeates absolutely everything, like a drop of 

ink in a glass of water”. 

Overview: Matthew Johnstone writes from his own experiences with depression. Many people with 

depression suffer in shame and silence, often without support. This short book is Johnstone’s insight 

into what it is like to live with the black dog. Johnstone is an artist, and the book is illustrated as a story 

book would be. He describes the book as a visual articulation of what it is to suffer depression. 

Recognizing the presence of the black dog is the first step. Johnstone offers thoughts for support and 

help in taming the black dog. 

Verdict: Christians will find resources and help in dealing with depression which are not considered by 

those without faith in Christ. Johnstone writes from a secular viewpoint, but that’s not to dismiss the 

power of his illustrations or the truth of his words. 

This book is recommended for anyone who has ever lived with the black dog, or who knows someone 

who has. 

 

CHURC H BULLETIN –  As  Ch ur ch has n ow reo pene d for n or mal  week ly  s erv ice s the  
ch ur ch b ul le t in  wil l re su me  for tn igh tly  pub l icat ion .  

Ple ase sen d an y sub mis s ion s for  the n ex t b ul le t in to  J u dith  b y 5 .30pm  
Th urs day 31  De ce mber .   E mail : j u dith @borr ick .co m 
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GIFTS OF  GRAC E –  f rom  Pas to r M ich ael.  

As we approach the end of the Church Year, and begin to think about Advent and Christmas, I invite 

you to consider perusing the Gifts of Grace catalogue from Australian Lutheran World Service. The 

concept is that items may be purchased for a particular need in a developing country. You can 

nominate the recipient to which ALWS will send a card, notifying them that a long drop loo, for 

instance, has been financed in their name by you. 

Catalogue items range from economical education kits for students, to basic gardening tools and 

seeds, to a piglet, to a well providing safe water for a village. 

Rather than me trying to describe the catalogue, why not collect one for yourself from the table by the 

exit door. 

PS. I first became interested in the catalogue when I couldn’t find a toy to buy for Christmas for my 

already well-supplied nephews and nieces. 

M ARY A ND MAR THA’S CHRISTMA S A PPEAL  

Thank you everyone for your generous donations to the Mary and Martha’s Christmas appeal.  This 

year the management of Mary and Martha’s advised that they were covered for children’s gifts, and 

would prefer that the mothers receive a voucher to a local hair and beauty salon.  These vouchers have 

been delivered to the Refuge for distribution. 

Once again thank you for your support 

Sandra Murray 

DA ILY D EVOTION S  from Lutheran Hour Ministries will help strengthen and encourage your faith as 

you do the same for others. Have them delivered right to your inbox, podcast the audio devotional, 

access them on your mobile device through the FREE app, or listen with Spotify, iHeart Radio, Alexa, or 

Google Home. Seasonal Devotions for Advent and Lent are also available in both English and Spanish. 

Perfect for personal reflection or to share with family, friends and congregations, these seasonal 

meditations will help prepare you to celebrate the true meaning of these seasons. 

https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions/default.asp?date=20201023 

LLL INTER EST RA TE C HAN GE  

Our congregation has received an ‘LLL Interest Rate change’ notice advising that effective 1 January 

2021, the interest rate on at-call Savings Accounts is 0.25%. This notice has been placed on the church 

notice board for your information.  

ST JOHN ’S F UND RA ISER .  

Almost made $3000.00. With the last Cans collection, we have raised a total of $2893.00  for 2020, and 

this is with all the problems we have had this year. 

Well done!    https://doyourownthing.walkmyway.org.au/page/CorindaStJohns2020 

https://www.lhm.org/dailydevotions/default.asp?date=20201023
https://doyourownthing.walkmyway.org.au/page/CorindaStJohns2020


 
 

 

OFFERING EN VELOPES 

During the Covid-19 shut down period we have had more offerings made by Direct Credits and REG. 

We would like to thank everyone for the contributions they have made during this time, and encourage 

you to continue with this form of regular offering.  

In 2021, we will have Offering Envelopes available for those who would still like to make their offerings 

by cash, but they are in limited supply.  

If you would like any information regarding REG or making direct payment from your bank please 

contact me. 

Sandra Murray, Treasurer. 

SUNDA Y SER VIC E OFF ER IN GS 

You may like to make your regular cash offering using one of the following options: 

Join our REG program – please contact me for forms. 

Online banking to one of the accounts below: 

LLL – BSB 704 942 Account Number 52648 Corinda St Johns REG Account. 

Westpac Banking Corporation – BSB 034-087 Account Number 015 808 LCA St Johns. 

If you would like to remain anonymous when doing online banking use Unknown in the Payer Name. All 

REG offerings are anonymous. 

Sandra Murray, Treasurer. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

FR OM  STUAR T 

Our recycling coordinators Graeme D and Lance, along with help from Zoe today, collected over $90.00 
worth in recycling which, with a little extra, has taken us over $3000.00 raised for Lutheran World 
Service, and in particular the Walk My Way effort to educate children in the Refugee Camp in Nigeria. 
Education is a very special commodity, as we have seen in recent days with the abduction of students 
by militants in the north of Nigeria. It’s so important – so all that we do, no matter how small, can help 
so many. 
ALWS this weekend has sent us a present as a congregation – a lovely piece of art to thank us all for our 
efforts this year. We have placed this at the front of the church for the Christmas period, near the Crib. 
Your efforts are all very much appreciated 
. 

Julie from Walk My Way, Hannelore and Stuart with the picture presented to St John’s. 

 
 

              Picture detail. 

 



 
 

 

FR OM  THE LCA  WEB SITE 

LISTEN TO M ESSA GES OF  HOPE 

 and invite others to do the same.  Download or listen online at messagesofhope.org.au 

LCA  CALEND AR  A VA ILA BLE 

Order your 2021 Calendar for your home, office, or shed or to give as a gift. There are inspiring photos 
and bible verses along with date boxes, holidays and other significant dates. 
Order by following the link on http://www.lutheranmedia.org.au or call us on 1800 353 350.  

SOC IA L M EDIA DAN GERS D OCUMEN TA RY  

Our Children. Parents and carers play a crucial role in loving, nurturing, caring for and raising children. 
What a privilege! What a responsibility! 
The recent issue of Professional Standards eNews encourages parents to engage in Safe Church Level 1 
training. 
This issue of eNews also has a link to a movie, "Childhood 2.0", a documentary that highlights the many 
real issues children face as they grow up in a digital world. You are encouraged to make time to view 
this free movie  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=He3IJJhFy-I  

CHR ISTM AS EVE WOR SHIP  

Worship online with a special St Michael's Lutheran Church, Hahndorf, SA, Christmas Eve worship 
service. Watch the video for details (Click here to watch the video too) 

F OR  THE WORLD,  WE PRA Y FOR : 

• For people struggling and in need of hope this Christmas. 

• For those who are feeling afraid or anxious with the Coronavirus pandemic and restrictions. 

F OR  THE CHURC H, WE PR AY FOR:  

• T he preparations for Christmas worship in this time of pandemic. 

• For the Lutheran Media team and the people being reached with the gospel through media. 

•  The Christmas witness of Churches throughout the world. 

M ESSAGE OF  THE D AY 

Divine love is perfect peace and joy, it is a freedom from all disquiet, it is all content and happiness; and 

makes everything to rejoice in itself. Love is the Christ of God; wherever it comes, it comes as the 

blessing and happiness of every natural life, a redeemer from all evil, a fulfiller of all righteousness, and 

a peace of God, which passeth all understanding.     

- William Law 

 (Open your heart and mind to divine love this day.) 

 

 

http://www.messagesofhope.org.au/
http://www.lutheranmedia.org.au/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=He3IJJhFy-I
https://lutheranchurchofaustralia.cmail20.com/t/t-l-xkidkud-muutrtjq-a/

