
Peacemaker Message 4 - Sunday 2013 
"Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in another’s eye and pay no attention to the 
plank in your own eye?” MATTHEW 7:3 
 
The second G of Peacemaking 
 “GET THE LOG OUT OF YOUR OWN EYE” 
 
This morning we are continuing with teaching about being a peacemaker and we are going 
to focus on the second of the four G’s of peacemaking – “Get The log Out Of Your Own Eye”. 
The first G was … “Glorify God”. The 3rd and 4th “G’s” are “Gently Restore and Go and be 
Reconciled” .  
 
To get us focused let’s watch the following conflict between 2 young boys. They are arguing 
over a toy car. They each are aggressive with their words. They each want their own way. 
They each assault one another with punches.  
 
Are adults any better? Don’t we sometimes act in very similar ways over matters that 
maybe are often not worth fighting about. In this utube clip both children are at fault and 
that is often the way it is with conflict. It takes two to tango. There are usually two sides to 
the story and usually there is right and wrong on both sides. 
 
Unfortunately we often find ourselves in a conflict before we even think about it. Many 
conflicts can be avoided or handled constructively if only we would put our brain into gear 
before our mouth. James 1:19 says “Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and 
slow to become angry.” 
 
Here are some things we can do which may avoid unnecessary conflict or which are 
foundational for solving any conflict that already has arisen. 
 
Try to understand what the conflict is all about and firstly why you yourself are in the 
conflict or why you are in danger of being drawn into conflict here. 
 
The first thing to do is to pray and ask God to help you understand your own responses and 
the other person’s point of view and feelings. Ask God to reveal answers to these questions: 
Why am I feeling upset? Why am I feeling/being protective and reactive? Did I do the wrong 
thing? Do I need to say sorry? Ask God to help you try to understand where the other 
person is coming from. Remember one of the ways we can glorify God is by serving one 
another. In a conflict it is important that we try to understand why the other person is 
saying or doing and why? What have you done that may have upset them?  
 
If a situation has already arisen, talk to a good friend and ask them for honest thoughts 
about the matter. Too often we go to friends for support against someone we are in conflict 
with and too often friends just take your side because they are your friends and complicate 
the situation by not giving good objective advice. Peacemaking belongs to the whole 
community of God not just to the individuals immediately involved.  
Prov. 27:6,9 reminds us,“Wounds from a friend can be trusted.”  “The pleasantness of one's 
friend springs from their earnest counsel.” A true friend will tell us if they think we were in 



the wrong and what we could have done differently. They may also help us to identify the 
logs in our own eyes. 
 
One common log is the personal idols and sensitivities, deep seated insecurities and even 
wounds from the past, which cause us to arc up when someone suggests changes or ideas 
which threaten our own security, personal values or comfort zones. We have our own pet 
ideas and philosophies about all sorts of things, but it is wrong of us to think that everyone 
else should have to see things or do things our way. Control freak syndrome is usually an 
indicator of either deep seated insecurity or seriously self-centred arrogance and pride. 
 
Another log to identify is whether or not we have been thoughtless and hurtfully clumsy in 
the way we may have responded to a situation. If so we need to own our fault in the 
situation and apologise for the hurt we may have caused. 
Proverbs 29:22,23 teaches “An angry person stirs up dissension, and a hot-tempered one 
commits many sins. A person's pride brings them low, but a person of lowly spirit gains 
honour.”  
 
Another important thing to seriously consider in a situation where you feel aggrieved by 
something someone has said or done, is whether you need to make an issue of the matter. 
Do you need to confront the person or should you rather take the advice printed on this T 
shirt. Go to Bunnings, buy some wood, build a bridge, get over it! 
We can be too thin skinned at times and too oversensitive and over reactive to what others 
say or do. 
There are many passages in the bible that teach control of our tempers and tongues: 1 Peter 
4:8 teaches “Love covers a multitude of sins”. Christian love isn’t hot tempered and it 
overlooks many things knowing only too well that we are all sinners who live under God’s 
grace and mercy. 
 
Proverbs 19:11 "If you are sensible, you will control your temper. When someone wrongs 
you, it is a great virtue to ignore it."  
 
Proverbs 17:14 “Starting a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop the matter before a 
dispute breaks out”  
 
If you drop a matter through the forgiveness and grace you show another person, this 
means you drop it completely and forget about it. It doesn’t mean that instead of saying 
something you instead hold it within you and dwell on it harbouring bitterness against the 
person you believe has hurt your feelings. 
 
You have 3 options when faced with a possible conflict situation: 

 

 You can overlook the offense. 

 You can talk to the other person about their “sin”. 

 You can postpone confrontation until another time. 
 
How do you decide how to respond? You can consider the following questions: 
 Is the “offence” seriously dishonouring God?  



 Is the “offence” seriously damaging your relationship?  
 Is it seriously hurting other people?  
 Is it seriously hurting the offender himself or herself?  
 Can you ‘DROP IT’ without a confrontation?  

 
There are two equally wrong responses one is to run away from a situation that needs 
addressing, the other is to make a big issue of something that shouldn’t be an issue. 
 
Our responses to others as Christians are motivated by the way God responds to us and our 
sin. 
God is not thin skinned. He is not hot tempered.  
As Psalm 103 so clearly teaches us: 
 

8The LORD is compassionate and gracious, 

slow to anger, abounding in love. 
9He will not always accuse, 

nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
10he does not treat us as our sins deserve 

or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so great is his love for those who fear him; 
12as far as the east is from the west, 

so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion on his children, 

so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
14for he knows how we are formed, 

he remembers that we are dust. 
 
We live by grace, God’s grace and forgiveness to us in Jesus. God doesn’t try to punish us 
every time we sin. He overlooks and forgives so much of our poor behaviour and sin. Surely 
as we grow in our understanding of God’s grace, so also we will become more gracious 
towards each other. 
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