
Peacemaker Sermon 2 - Sunday 28 July, 2013 
“Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness” James 3:18 
 
Just this last week on television they were talking about bullying at school and on Facebook and 
showed a video clip of a rather large and rotund schoolboy being bullied by another weedy looking 
boy who was punching and pushing the bigger boy. At first the bigger boy just stood there and 
cowered but then suddenly he lost his temper, picked up the weedy boy and threw him down hard 
on a concrete path. I think the incident happened at a school in Melbourne last year. As I watched it, 
it reminded me of some of the ways people respond to conflict that are mentioned in Peacemaker 
teaching. Instead of resolving the conflict in a proper way, people often either run away from the 
situation or they act aggressively in the situation. But extremes only lead to bigger problems and will 
never resolve the conflict in any sort of a positive way. God calls us to be reconciled with each other. 
Running away or acting aggressively will never achieve reconciliation. 
 
Peacemaker teaching uses a diagram called “The Slippery Slope” to show the different approaches 
that can be taken in a conflict situation. The diagram is shaped in the form of a rounded hill. At the 
top are proper Peacemaking processes including: OVERLOOK; RECONCILIATION; NEGOTIATION; 
MEDIATION; ARBITRATION; ACCOUNTABILITY. On the left slope of the hill are responses that are 
escapist by nature. These include: DENIAL; FLIGHT and SUICIDE. On the right hand slope are the 
aggressive attack responses which include: ASSAULT; LITIGATION and MURDER. The goal in all 
conflict for Christians will be to resolve the conflict with the Peacemaking processes. 
 
Let’s look at the escapist responses. But before we start I need to point out that although 
Peacemakers paints escape as a poor way of resolving conflict, sometimes escape is absolutely 
necessary from a problem such as severe abuse. There can be situations that are irretrievable and 
dangerous to a victim and the only recourse for the victim is to get away and be protected. But we 
are talking about extreme situations here that require the protection of the victim. In such cases 
some action, even legal action, should be taken in regards to the perpetrator to protect others from 
their abuse. 
 
Let’s look at denial. Denial never solves any problem. It usually gets worse. You can deny that you 
have high blood pressure, but if you don’t do anything about it, you will probably end up with a 
stroke or heart attack. Denying only prolongs a problem and usually leads to it getting worse. 
In our personal relationship with God, if we want salvation we have to face up to a problem we have. 
That problem is our sin that needs forgiveness. We need reconciliation with God through Jesus 
Christ. 1 John 1:8,9 says “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” 
 
Much the same goes for any conflict situation. You can deny the problem but unless you confront 
the issue, it is unlikely to go away and may just get worse. 
 
Another closely related response is to simply run away from the problem. You know there’s a 
problem and it is affecting you but for various reasons you keep avoiding any proper solution to the 
problem. Feelings of fear and powerless often get in the way of facing the issue and trying to get it 
resolved. Often the reason for running away will be that the person or persons the conflict is with 
are powerful and influential in the community and you fear the kickback you may get by raising 
issues. But just like with denial, running away won’t solve anything and the problem will get worse. 
Running away usually leads to the end of a friendship, the breakup of a marriage, or leaving a church 
to go to another one.   
 



The ultimate running away response is of course suicide. There are approximately 2000 suicides in 
Australia every year. In most cases a person who commits suicide is running away from a problem 
they feel they cannot deal with or handle anymore. Suicide comes as a result of intolerable 
emotional pain. Some suicides occur as a result of shame and guilt, but many others as a result of 
relationship issues such as bullying, abuse, breakup of a marriage or romance. Sadly suicide is a 
permanent solution to a temporary problem which also brings a life sentence of grief and guilt to 
those left behind. It’s never the answer. God always has an answer for us. Nothing is ever so bad 
that our loving God can’t resolve and turn around for us. Even Judas Iscariot would have been shown 
God’s grace if he had waited 3 days and asked Jesus for forgiveness. 
Matthew 27:4,5 "I have sinned," he said, "for I have betrayed innocent blood." "What is that to 
us?" they replied. "That's your responsibility." So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. 
Then he went away and hanged himself.” If he had waited just 3 more days, if he had waited till 
Jesus was risen, if he had asked for forgiveness it would have been given him just as it was given to 
all the others who deserted Jesus or denied him. Jesus always seeks reconciliation with people, 
even you and me, no matter what we have done against him. 
 
Running away from a problem may not lead to physical death but it can lead to similarly destructive 
results personally such as loss of self-esteem, depression and other illness. 
 
As we recognize the implications of unresolved conflict on individuals we need as Christians to 
understand God’s desire for conflict within our midst to be resolved. If we feel that we are helpless 
victims in a situation we need to get help to resolve the conflict. There is help available. Our church 
has a safe place policy and people who can mediate in a difficult situation. If we are at fault in a 
conflict situation, and seldom is a person completely innocent,  we need to humble ourselves and 
ask for forgiveness. To destroy an individual’s well-being is a direct sin against the 5th commandment 
“You shall not kill”.  
 
Which brings us to the other side of the “The Slippery Slope” - not everyone runs away from conflict. 
Certain personalities react very aggressively. Inevitably aggression is damaging to relationships. We 
need to remember that we are called to live together in peace. Getting your own way at the expense 
of a relationship is not an act of Christian love. It is not God pleasing. More important than winning 
what you want is preserving a harmonious relationship with your brother or sister in Christ. 
 
When things don’t go their way some people respond with assault on those they view as their 
enemies in the matter. Assault can of course be an actual physical attack on another person. You 
wouldn’t think that would happen in Christian circles but it has happened and does happen. But 
there are other ways of assaulting the person you are angry with: harsh words, the cold shoulder, 
deliberately ignoring the person and refusing to acknowledge their presence are all ways of 
assaulting the emotional well-being of another person.  The Holy Spirit speaks through his word to 
us in Romans 15:7 to “Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has welcomed you, for the 

glory of God” and again in Romans 16 “Greet one another with a holy kiss.” Well at least with 
a warm handshake and a smile in our culture! 
 
Sometimes Christians will become so embroiled in an issue that they end up taking each other to 
court. That actually happened in a community close to Brisbane where one group decided to break 
away from the Lutheran Church. There was then an argument over who owned the church property. 
Those involved were unable to sort out their differences and the matter sadly went to court. After 
about a year of deliberations and a cost of $75,000.00 each to the warring parties the judge ordered 
that the group both owned the property and needed to work out a harmonious way of sharing the 
property. Duh! Law suits between Christians over matters like this do nothing to reconcile people, 



gain justice and more importantly they totally undermine the integrity of Christianity in the 
community! 
 
The most extreme aggressive response is murder. I have thankfully never encountered a situation as 
a pastor where one Christian has murdered another as a result of a conflict between them, but 
anything is possible with sinful human nature. But people sure do commit murder in their hearts by 
the hatred and anger they feel towards some other person who has thwarted their will and desires. 
Let us not think we are not murders in God’s sight because we have never committed murder. 1 
John clearly points out: 1 John 3:15 “Anyone who hates his brother or sister is a murderer.” 
 
Aggression may get you your way but it will be at the expense of your relationships with other 
people and it will be at the expense of your relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ who commands 
us to “love one another as he has loved us”. 
 
There are better, more Christian ways to solve relationship conflicts. When people have a heart of 
love and care for their brothers and sisters in Christ and understand Christ’s will that we live 
together in peace, then we use Peacemaking approaches to our conflicts instead of self-centred 
approaches. 
 
Reconciliation and grace are foundational to our faith. Our total relationship with God is dependent 
upon his will to reconcile us to himself, how can we on the one hand want reconciliation from God 
for our sin and not have a heart to be reconciled with brothers and sisters who we have conflict 
with. 
 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not counting people’s trespasses against them. 
 
 
 
 
 


