
Peacemakers Sermon 1 - Sunday 21 July, 2013 
 “Make every effort to live in peace with everyone.” Hebrews 12:14 

 
Peace is a wonderful thing. It’s such a blessing to be at peace within yourself, to be at peace with the 
world around you, to be at peace with other people. The greatest peace of all is to know the love of 
God for you through Jesus Christ. God sent Jesus into this conflicted world to bring the blessing of 
peace to people - peace through the forgiveness of sins, peace and friendship with God, inner peace 
that comes from knowing you are one of God’s children and He is caring for you every moment of 
everyday. Jesus knows how important it is to live at peace with each other and he gives us the power 
and motivation to live at peace with each other, forgiving one another, accepting one another, 
tolerating each other, serving one another. 
 
But alas, because of our sinful natures and sinful attitudes and behavior we struggle to live at peace 
with ourselves and one another. Conflict is commonplace amongst us.  
 
Over the next 6 weeks I am going to be sharing 6 teaching messages with you on the subject of 
resolving conflict. This is an important subject and one which our church throughout Australia is 
encouraging us to focus on a regular basis. It is God’s will that we live together in peace with each 
other. In fact our effective sharing of the Gospel with others will depend to a certain extent on the 
quality of our relationships with one another and our ability to reconcile differences in our midst. 
Jesus teaches us, “love one another as I have loved you. By this all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”  One of the greatest demonstrations of love will always 
be our ability to resolve conflicts.   
 
What causes conflict in our midst? 
We are different and we are sinful. It’s an unfortunate combination. Our differences by themselves 
should not be a very great problem. As the body of Christ we are called not to uniformity but to 
unity. God created us all different for a reason. Our differences are meant to enhance our life 
together, by creating dependence on each other’s different gifts and by the use of our different 
ideas and opinions to create deeper thinking about situations and to challenge us. Differences help 
us to grow and consider things we wouldn’t have thought about if it wasn’t for other’s different 
opinions and reflections. It’s not our differences which divide us; it is our sinful responses to 
differences. 
 
James 4:1-3 puts the spotlight on our problem: “1What causes fights and quarrels among you? Aren't 
they caused by the selfish desires that fight to control you? 2You want what you don't have, so you 
commit murder. You're determined to have things, but you can't get what you want. You quarrel and 
fight. You don't have the things you want, because you don't pray for them. 3When you pray for 
things, you don't get them because you want them for the wrong reason-for your own pleasure.” 
 
It’s not differences which create serious destructive conflict, it is our sinful, selfish, self-centered, 
competitive, proud, ignorant, defensive, aggressive, and thoughtless behavior, that doesn’t seek to 
do God’s will nor does it trust God to resolve problems or teach us through them. 
 
Differences certainly spark some stress in a relationship, but selfishness and pride pour petrol on the 
spark, which then usually leads to destruction as we allow our sinful self to drive our responses. 
Success in the resolution of serious conflict doesn’t depend so much upon reasoning and balanced 
thinking but upon people’s hearts and their attitudes towards God and one another. 
 
One of the things that conflict often brings to the surface is our idols. People often get into conflict 
over things that they love or trust in too much and serve rather than God. We usually identify idols 



as something inappropriate like money or self, but an idol can also be something that in itself is 
harmless even good. The problem is not that we love this thing but that we love it too much. An idol 
is anything that we fear, love or trust more than God and which usurps our relationship with God 
and causes us to disobey God’s commands and will for us. Without us even realizing it good things in 
our church like our worship style, or the church property itself, or our position in the church can 
become our idols. Idols in paganism require sacrifices to be made to them and idols in our own lives 

lead to us sacrificing the welfare of other people and of God’s will to serve and protect our idols. On 
the altar of my pride I execute people who are my perceived opponents. 
Our ultimate idol is our self, our selfishness, our pride, our arrogance in thinking that only we know 
how things should be done properly. It’s our way or the highway! That’s idolatry! That’s 
lovelessness! That’s Godlessness!  
 
Philippians 2:3,4 instructs us: “3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves,4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of 
the others.” It is this attitude of a servant of God and of each other that leads to being a 
peacemaker. An attitude of superiority and of a desire to rule over and lord it over others, leads 
inevitably to peace breaking. 
 
In the next 5 weeks we will focus one by one on the following 4 vital ingredients and characteristics 
of peacemaking called the “Four G’s”. 
 
1. Glorify God 
2. Get the log out of your own eye. 
3. Gently restore. 
4. Go and be reconciled. 
 
Jesus says “blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God.” The epistles of the 
NT contain various directives about peacemaking such as Hebrews 12: 4 “Make every effort to live in 

peace with everyone.” and Ephesians 4:2,3 “2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing 
with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace.”  
 
By ourselves we will struggle with this concept as our natural human impulse drive us to compete, 
overcome, rule and destroy those with whom we have differences. Only Jesus himself can make us 
into peacemakers. He does this first of all by making peace not war with us by forgiving our sins and 
our idolatry. He gives us his holy Spirit to empower us to over throw our sinful nature and to 
produce in our lives his fruit which produces peace love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,23 gentleness and self-control” 
 
Experiencing Christ’s love and forgiveness, His love and service to us on the cross, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit we on our part take up our cross, we sacrifice our pride and ego to serve our Lord and 
to love one another. In so doing we give powerful witness to the world that we are Christ’s disciples 
and that he is the way the truth and the life. 


