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       Wouldn’t it be nice to go through life without any hassles! No speeding fines, no mort-
gage payments, no need to balance the budget.  No stubbed toes, no falls off ladders, no 
car accidents. No arthritis, no failing eyesight, no coronavirus, no cancer. No Child Protec-
tion Departments, no Sudden Infant Death, no need for aged care services, no palliative 
care, no funeral directors, no cemeteries.

       We might from time to time entertain such wishful thinking. But within our hearts we 
know that such ideas are a fantasy. We know that hassles are part and parcel of life. And as 
much as we try to spare our children the harsh realities of life, soon or later these lessons 
must be learned. Life is ultimately not as we would plan.

       When you face life’s inevitable hassles, how do you respond? The normal reaction is 
“Why me?” and maybe “What have I done to deserve this?” Others will conclude “I’m only 
getting what I deserve.” Sometimes people will demand justice from God: “But I’ve been a 
good person. I’ve tried to do the right thing. Why are you letting this happen to me, God?”

       Our God is not indifferent to the pain and suffering in the world. God cares when even 
as insignificant an animal as a sparrow falls to the ground, so how much more does he care 
for us his children? God loves us and cares for us absolutely.

       When we face the trials and tribulations of life, we want to know why. Although it can 
be helpful to express our pain, our confusion, and our anger, there is a more helpful and 
important question to ask. Our pride demands to know why. God’s grace guides us to ask, 
“Lord, what do you want me to learn from this?…. What do you want me to learn from 
this?” Let’s consider now the story in Genesis 22 of Abraham and Isaac. 

       1. God tests our faith. There will be times in your life when God allows you to go 
through trying experiences. Most of us have lived long enough to look back and identify 
some of these times. James 1:2-3 tells us, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, 
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 
produces perseverance.” God uses tests and trials to grow us.

       I don’t think you can overestimate the trial that Abraham and Sarah faced. They were 
desperate for an heir. Then God promised them not only an heir, but that their descend-
ants would become a great nation. Years pass, and still no child. Abraham chides God, 
saying that a distant relative is going to inherit his name. Another promise from God, then 
more years go by. 



Sarah eventually gives up and uses her servant Hagar as a surrogate mother. Ishmael is 
born. Thirteen years later and still no child for Abraham and Sarah. Yet another promise. 
And then another, finally with the promise of when: the three angels at the oaks of Mamre 
promise to return at springtime, and Sarah will become pregnant.  

       Isaac is born, 25 years after God had promised an heir. And now he is to die! Could it get 
any worse? Bad question to ask! Abraham is to kill with his own hands the son promised 
by God. God gives, and now God is going to take away. Will Abraham have to wait until he 
was 125 for another son? Could Abraham have received a more cruel command from God? 

       But there is more to God’s apparently bizarre command than meets the eye. It’s actu-
ally a test by God to strengthen Abraham’s faith. Will Abraham trust in God’s promise? Or 
will  he let someone or something come between him and his God? Will his relationship 
with God remain his top priority in his life?

       Perhaps Jesus was thinking of this priority when he said, much later, “If anyone comes 
to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, 
even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:26). As a Jewish rabbi, 

Jesus sometimes taught using exaggeration for effect. Does he literally want us to hate 
our closest family members? Of course not. But he exaggerates to make the point that 

nothing and no one should come between us and him. You can only serve one master. Fol-
lowing Jesus is our highest priority in life.

       And that’s what Abraham must come to terms with. Will he obey the God who gave 
him this son of promise? Of course, Isaac too must come to terms with his own obedience. 
Most scholars think Isaac is between 17 and 20 years old, so he could easily overpower his 
elderly dad. I used to poke and wrestle with my nephews when they were boys. Now that 

most of them are about 10 centimetres taller than me I have stopped doing that.

       Isaac could have resisted, but he doesn’t. Rabbis call this story, “The Binding,” and 
portray Isaac as a great hero who allows himself to be bound as a sacrifice to God. Isaac 

chooses to obey his father, trusting that his father has heard correctly from God.

a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from death.” Our story illustrates this when 
Abraham tells his servants in verse 5, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go 

over there. We will worship and then we will come back to you.” Abraham is very clear that 
both he and the boy will go and both he and the boy will return. He believes if God chooses 

for the boy to die, then God will bring him back to life. That is faith. That is costly obedi-
ence.

       God will test our faith at times. God calls us to costly obedience. And out of that, we 
will learn something new about God.  

       2. God tests our faith in order to make our faith stronger. When we endure times of 
testing, our faith has an opportunity to grow. Our understanding of God matures.

       In our story today, Abraham is obedient to God to the point of taking the life of his 
one and only son, the son of promise. As he lifts the knife into the air, at the last possible 
moment, the voice of the Lord intervenes and stop him. Immediately, Abraham notices 
a ram caught by his horns and sacrifices the ram in place of Isaac. Abraham names that 

place, “The Lord will provide,” or Yahweh Yireh, because God provided a sacrifice in place 
of Isaac.

       The ram wasn’t a coincidence. God wasn’t looking down from heaven and saying, 
“Well, look at that! Where did that ram come from?” No, God knows all along how this 

test will play out. The test is not to teach God something; it’s to teach Abraham something 
about himself and his God. Abraham now knows a whole new dimension of God as pro-

vider, because he obeyed God.

       You only learn more about God as you allow yourself to trust him, to believe in his 
promises.  Henry Bosch writes in “Our Daily Bread” about a widow from Chicago named 

Ms. Hokanson. Her life motto was, “The Lord will provide.” 



She was the sole support for her mentally challenged son. Eventually, chronic arthritis 
confined her to bed. When a church youth group went over to her house to cheer her up, 
they were amazed to discover she wasn’t depressed. They asked her, “Now what will you 

and Arthur do?” And she replied, with quiet confidence, “The Lord will provide.”

       When Mrs. Hokanson died, people wondered what would happen to her son. But when 
friends and neighbours went home with Arthur after the funeral, he proudly showed them 
his stamp collection. Instead of tearing the stamps off the envelopes, he had intercepted 

and held onto scores of letters intended for his mother, all left unopened. Inside the enve-
lopes was a lot of money, enough to care for the boy for the rest of his life.

       God tests our faith and makes our faith stronger. And lastly,

       3. God has already gone before us. Verse 2 of today’s story has an interesting word 
order. The New International Version captures it well from the original Hebrew: “Take your 
son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac.” The phrase, “only son,” appears three times in 
the story (in verses 2, 12, and 16). In the Greek translation of the Old Testament—the Bible 

that Jesus would have used—this phrase is word for word identical to one in a verse I’m 
sure you’ve heard: “For God so loved the world that he gave ... his only son” (John 3:16).

       What God called Abraham to do he had already done himself. He gave his only son. In 
Abraham’s case God intervened. Abraham had passed the test. Abraham obeyed God de-
spite the cost. Then God reaffirmed his great promise to Abraham, “By your descendants 
shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice”(v. 

18). 

       When Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane, “If possible, let this cup pass from 
me,” God didn’t intervene. Jesus drained the dregs from his cup of suffering.  The ancient 

church father Augustine wrote, “Isaac carried the wood on which he was to be offered 
up to the place of sacrifice, just as the Lord himself carried his own cross ... The ram was 

caught by the horns in a thicket; who then did he represent but Jesus, who, before He was 
offered up had been crowned with thorns?” 

       In fact, the ram in today’s story represents the first clear example in the Bible of what 
theologians call “substitutionary atonement,” the idea that an innocent has to die in place 

of another. That ram gave his life for Isaac. And Jesus gave his life for us.

       There is another parallel worth considering. This story took place on a mountain God 
had revealed to Abraham in the land of Moriah (V.2). Later this hilly area becomes the Ca-
naanite city Jebus. Still later David captures the city and it is renamed Jerusalem. On the 

very same hill where Abraham saw the ram, we see Jesus. 

       At the Passover, families in Jerusalem were preparing their Passover meal. A lamb was 
sacrificed.  John the Baptist called Jesus “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world’ (John 1:29). Jesus became our Passover lamb. God poured out his righteous judg-
ment of sin on the one human being who had never sinned, God’s one and only son. And 

through that one sacrifice, we receive forgiveness for all our sins, as we throw ourselves at 
the mercy of our gracious Heavenly Father.

       Do you entrust your future to the one who saw Abraham through the worst trial of his 
life? Do you trust above all else the God who loves you so much that he sent his one and 

only son to die for you?

        Let us pray: “Lord, when we face trials in life, help us to trust your loving care for us. 
When we want to complain, give us the grace to ask what you want to teach us. May we 

never doubt your love for us, the love that sent Jesus to the cross for us. Amen.



MINISTRY AND MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

I am still looking for your thoughts on the future ministry and mission of St John’s congre-
gation. While leaders within the congregation have a particular task, and my job as pastor 
is to ‘shepherd the sheep’, the ministry and mission belongs to the whole congregation. 
What can we do as the people of God to share his love and light? Are there things that we 
can be doing and should be doing differently?

Now that a degree of ‘normality’ is approaching, we can begin to think a little more about 
such matters as:

• Which practices should return as they were pre-COVID?

• Which practices can we do better in other forms?

• How can we enhance our ministry and mission via digital means?

Please feel free to share your thoughts with members of the Ministry and Mission team or 
myself.

FUTURE WORSHIP PLANS

At the time of writing the June Church Council meeting is yet to occur. It is scheduled 
for Wednesday 24th. We will advise you via the Bulletin and email of short term worship 
plans. For the time being, expect alternating face-to-face services with Holy Communion 
at the church, with Zoom services online at 9:00am. Please note that this Sunday 28th 
June we will have again the half hour services at 9am, 10am (and 11 am if needed).

For all public gatherings at the church, including worship, we will need to follow the 
protocols. That means that you will need to contact me (email: michael.jarick@lca.org.
au  mobile: 0402 597 451) each time to specify which church service you wish to attend. It 
will be helpful if you are flexible and let me know whether you are able to attend services 
at any of the three service times. That makes it possible for me to adjust numbers to fit the 
limit of 20 people at a time.

As was the case a fortnight ago, you will need to sign the registration log when you enter 
the church via the RSL side, agreeing to the hygiene requirements and declarations con-
cerning health status. If you want more info about this, let me know.

These are our current plans. Updates will take into account changes in government and 
church policy:

 June 28     9am and 10am (and possibly 11 am) half hour services with Holy Communion

 July  5       9am zoom Worship Service

 Please check the Bulletin for changes, which are quite possible. We are required to keep a 
record of the names and contact details of those attending worship services. 

BOOK NOOK

Contributions are always welcome. Thank you to Michelle Bowden for providing last 
week’s review. This week I’ll review “Wasn’t it Smart of God to…” by Steve Chapman.

The book was conceived as he and his wife devised a way to minimize the boredom of 
their children as they travelled around the states of the USA as musicians.

The book is pocket sized, with 138 pages. Steve draws on humour, a dash of science, and 
ideas from the Bible to provoke wonder and gratitude to God. The big and small matters 
Chapman writes of reveal God’s creativity and love. 

As the entries are all short, you can pick up the book to read for a minute or you can read it 
from start to finish in half an hour. Here are some examples: Wasn’t it smart of God to…



Make rain fall in little drops instead of one big one?....Give us a receding instead of an ad-
vancing hairline?... Make us sneeze out and not in?

Feel free to borrow this book from me for some light-hearted encouragement.

FOR REFLECTION

I have received a suggestion to include in the Bulletin the brief guided meditations I have 
conducted in place of a spoken sermon at zoom worship services. Here are some thoughts 
for you to consider for the Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, based on the Old Testament 
reading: Genesis 22: 1-14

• What relationships in your life are most important to you?...

• Have you ever felt challenged to sacrifice something you love?...

• When have you complained to God?... How did God respond?...

• When have you thanked God?... How did you express your thanks?...

• What trials have you faced in life?...

• What did God teach you through those trials?...

• Consider Jesus as the Lamb of God, who takes away your sin…

• Prayer: Dear Jesus, you went to the cross, without complaining. When we suffer 
trials, help us to trust you and to grow stronger in faith and love. Amen.

May the Lord bless and keep you,

Pastor Michael

ST JOHN CHURCH ROSTER.

CHURCH CLEANING JUNE 2020

7 June – Lance, Emily U & Erna.

14 June – Smith Family.

21 June – Meerie V, Sue C, Hannelore.

28 June – Elspeth P, Fay T.

OUTSIDE– Les H.

CHURCH OFFERINGS – We are grateful for your support during this time and would en-
courage you to continue  with your offerings during the coming weeks that we are unable 
to have services.

Online banking accounts are:

LLL - BSB 704 942 Account Number 52648 Corinda St Johns REG Account

Westpac Banking Corporation BSB 034-087 Account Number 015 808 LCA St Johns.

Blessings to all,    Sandra Murray, Treasurer.

CHURCH CLEANING JULY 2020.

5 July – Paul & Lihn.

12 July – Sandra Murray.

19 July – Ronda B, Beccy P & Linda J. 

26 July – Kay L & Donna S.

OUTSIDE– Lance U.


